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Dear Professor Lam, 

Your letter concerning Macaranga has been passed 
on to me by Mr.Holttum. It is mo3t kind of you to 
have investigated this matter and to give me so much 
information. Your conclusion is exceedingly interesting, 
for it seems that Macaranga triloba sensu latisslmo 
is a species that is evolving. Indeed, I am a little 
perplexed at what should be done because I wish to 
include M,triloba in an account of our common trees. 

I have just returned from a collecting trip to 
Kelantan, Pahang and Trengganu, wMre I had the 
opportunity of studying many specimens of what we call 
M. triloba and M.Hullettli , and never did I have any 
difficulty in distinguishing them even when sterile 
because leaf-shape and colour is different. I feel 
that I am right In saying that these two "species H are 
perfectly distinct in Malaya. But when collections 
are examined from other countries, as you have so 
kindly done, then the intermediates appear. I have 

t 

noticed this in other families, and that plants from 
Borneo especially often unite what appear to be distinct 
species in Malaya. We should then, I suppose, have one 
polymorphous species and so many varieties as are needed. 
In the present case, I am inclined to keep M,triloba 
and M. cornuta (* M. Hullettli ) distinct as species in 


Professor H.J.Lam, 
7 Rijksherbarium, 
Nonnensteeg 1 , 
Leiden, 
HOLLAND 


fs 


At 










Malaya but I want, If you have no objection, to 

« *. • ' ' f- ;j',j ,• 

quote your opinion and evidence so that I may draw 
the attention of botanists in neighbouring countries 
to this "polymorphous discovery". I see, for instance, 
that Merrill has re-described our M .Hulieti ll as 
M.Bartlettii from Sumatra (Pap.Michig.Ac.Sci.Arts 


& Lett. 1935 , XIX, p.lSl). 

Thanking you again for the trouble which you 
have taken on my behalf. 


Yours sincerely 


- 

(^ 

Assistant Director of Gardens,S.S 
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E. 


QNDERWERP: 

CONCERNS: 


ANTWOORD OP: 


REFERENCE: 


My dear' 


Dr .Holtturn, 


I have yet to answer the letters by Dr.GORnER of 
19th and March 3rd, Ho. 645 / 36 , concerning Macaranga, 
Dr.HSJDHRGOH of January 22nd, Ho. 4o/37 conoernihg jjTu 
oectively. Hill you please transmit the information* g 
to the gentlemen mentioned? 


December 
and by 
genia, res- 
Uverr~below 


■ . k 1 

Dr.CORNER. In ray opinion M.Hullettii, M.cornuta and M. triloba have to 

be combined/altogether. ®ur material of cornuta and triloba be¬ 
ing pretty rich, I was able to find that there is no feature con¬ 
stant in either of these species. In the 6 or 7 specimens which 
may be considered as more or less authentic (Reinwardt, Blunie, 
Korthals , Ju.nghuhn, Zollinger), the following features are very 
variable (no actual type specimen can be indicated and the one 
that is most likely ReinwardVs type, is sterile): 

f Periling 

leaves - shape greatly diVepse, in various specimens without any 
correlation with other features; hairiness underneath 
occasionally occurs, apparently especially in Borneo 
(M.divergent is probably only a hairy form of L. triloba) . 

male inflorescence - the peduncle long or short; ramifications 

lax or dense (age!). 

bracts of male inflorescences - most variable (rounded serrate- 

truncate Jt’re gularly dentate , etc. 
without correlation to other fea¬ 
tures) . 


female inflorescence - ramification lax or dense. 


of 


fruit - with or without horns (only one specimen); horns^variable 
length, shape and glandiness. 

Having examined authentic material of cornuta, triloba and 
divergens, 1 cannot help concluding that there is only one poly¬ 
morphous species: U. triloba (Rw.) j me11.-Arg. 


330 A • '37 

Fs/^7 




















RIJKSHERBARIUM, No. ..35.6 


VERVOLGVEL . 


The specimens from British Malaya are,in my opinion, merely 
more or less extreme in tlieir horned' fruits and clustered infini¬ 
te sconces. The female specimens of :} triloha ,r seem to be also ex¬ 
ceptional, as I did not see anything of the sort in the rich 
Leiden material. Yet I an inclined to attribute the peculiar 
branchedness , at least partly, to the apparent youth of the spe¬ 
cimen, The hornless fruits of 1^57^ occasionally also occur in 
other specimens, although not as much extreme as this. 

I do not think it is necessary to send you our material, 
but of course I will be glad to do so, if you would like to exa- 
minejit yourself. 







^rd March, 


Your letter No.llJ: 4 .^*^7 


Bear Professor Lam, 

It seems that the covering letter to the 
10 specimens of Macaranga has gone astray. I 
am therefore sending you a copy of the original 
letter, which was sent on 20th December 19 ^ 6 * 
Unfortunately there was a delay in the sending 
of the specimens until three weeks later, 

I think my intention was that all 10 specimens 
should be returned. If you will kindly do this 
I will send you duplicates of recent and better 
collections that I have been making of the two 
species, 

I shall be most grateful if you will enquire 
into this point of systemsty. 


Yours sincerely. 



Assistant Director of Gardens, S.S. 


Professor H.J.Lam 
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ANNEX (separate cover): 

ONDERWERP: 

CONCERNS: 

ANTWOORD OP: 
REFERENCE: 


Dear Dr.Holltum, 

Some days ago we received 10 specimens of Maoaranga with¬ 
out further indication, what has to be done with them. I cannot 
find any letter I should have written you or you to me concer¬ 
ning them. Some of the specimens are ^stamped^to be returned 
to the Botanic Gardens, Singapore* but others are not stamped 
that way. Will you please inform me whether this shipment is 
meant as a continuation to exchange, or what is your intention 
with it. 

With kind regards. 


Yours sincerely 



HJL/LB 


(H.J.Lam). 

Director, Hijksherbarium 
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I^th December 
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Dear Professor* Lam, 

I wonder if you would oe so kind as to compare 
some specimens (1C sheets) of Macaranga, that I am 
sending you, with some specimens of Blume’s which I 
imagine must be in the Leiden herbarium. 

I discover that JJ.Smith and Pax are mistaken 
in reducing vapa canga cornu ta Muel 1 .Ajig. to h . triloba 
(R^inw.) Muell.Apg. It seems that Smith referred 
the female plants of M. cornuta to M,tril oba and hence 
the muddle. In Malaya we have two common species, 
one called M . Hu 1 le 11 1 1 ^ whioh I take to be M.c orn uta ^ 
and one called V , . tri lo ca. 

M. liullettii has fruits with 4.-5 horns, occasi onally 
only 2 - 5 , and the fruits are in peduncled heads. It 
has long peduncled male inflorescences with ovate- 
acuminate, often dentate, oracts. It agrees exactly 
with I * , cornuta . It is very variable in the leaf, 
however, which may oe simple or ^-lobed (sapling or 
lower branches). 

jv'L triloba according to Mueller Apg. has fruits 
without horns. Such is the case with our malayan 
specimens of M .triloba in which, moreover, the female 
inflorescences are much more branched than in M. cornuta . 
The male inflorescences of M. trilob a have short 
peduncles and small, cucullate oracts. 



i ) 




Professor H.J.Lam, 
Rijfcs Herbarium, 
former s tee g, 


r5 /n 


Leiden. HOLLAND 

















Blume in his original deseri tion of Pa chystem on 
t rilobum (Bijdr.Flor.Ned.Ind.il p. 5 ^ 6 ) Joes not 
mention horns on the fruit. Mueller ;DC Prodr.XV, 
p. 589 ) said that there were none and that he had seen 
Blutae's specimen at Leiden. Smith (Bijdr.No.12 
doomeoorten of Java 1910 ) said that the fruits on 
flume's sped en must have been young and therefore 
without horns. Could yovi find dlume’s specimen and 
see how it agrees with the malayan ores that I shall 
send*? Sven if the fruits on Blume’s specimen are 
young it should be possible to distinguish the two 
species by means of the female inflorescence. 

Thera should also be a bornean specimen of 
M.diverging Muell.Ajsg. at Leiden, which is the type 


of the species. So it the same as M,cornuta (i.e. 
M.Hulle ttii )? 

X apologise x'or glvin* you 30 much trouble, out 
I will greatly appreciate your assistance. If I am 
correct in my interpretation of -Mueller's two species, 
then 3.1 »fiu 1 Is11ii and several other species become 
synonyms of M. cornuta and we shall have made another 
step forward in the taxonomy of eastern plants. 


Yours sincerely 



Assistant Director of Gardens, d.S 









